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1. Catastrophe: Effects of the Post-9/11 Wars


2. United States of War: 

    Endless Fighting Is the Norm in US History


3. The Need for Urgent Change: 

    Ending Endless Wars, Deimperializing the US

OVERVIEW
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19+ years of war


24 countries


~15,000 deaths


The Post-9/11 Wars

- See Costs of War Project, www.costsofwar.org
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$6.4 trillion spent
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$6,400,000,000,000

- See Costs of War Project, www.costsofwar.org

https://www.nationalpriorities.org/cost-of/


War or other combat in…


234 out of 245 years in U.S. history


> 135 foreign lands


The United States of War





























Proposals for Urgent Change
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‣ Humanpolitik


‣ Peace, Avoidance of War, Violence Reduction


‣ Prevent War with China at all Costs


‣ Build Peace with Russia, Iran, North Korea


‣ Delegitimize War as Policy Option


‣ War Is Not an Effective Response to “Terrorism”


‣ Prioritize Abolition of Nuclear Weapons
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✓Defund the Warfare State 


‣ Demand a Peace Dividend


‣ Cut Military Budget by 1/2 over 5 Years


‣ Move the Money: Meet Human Needs


‣ Expose the “Theft”


‣ Cross-Issue Organizing
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‣ Military Conversion —> Unarmed Global Health and 
Disaster Response Force


‣ Industrial Conversion —> Green Energy, Infrastructure


‣ Anti-Trust Law to Break Up or Nationalize Arms 
Manufacturers


‣ Constitutional Amendment to Reduce Pentagon’s Power


‣ Constitutional Amendment to Return War Powers to 
Congress
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✓Deimperialize the United States 


‣ Drawdown/Build-Up:                                                                
Close Bases, Build Diplomatic Presence Abroad


- Base Conversion


- Prepositioning, Access Agreements


- Rapid Deployment Technologies


‣ Decolonize U.S. Colonies


‣ Decolonize 50 States: Fulfill Indigenous Land, Treaty Rights


‣ Reckoning, Reparations, Reconciliation







“If my son had found a decent 
employer and sufficient health 
insurance in this great land of 
ours, my son would not have had 
to sacrifice his life for his son.”



- President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953)

“Every gun that is made, every 
warship launched, every rocket 
fired signifies, in the final sense, 
a theft from those who hunger 
and are not fed, those who are 

cold and are not clothed.”
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- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  (1967)

“A nation that continues year 
after year to spend more 

money on [its] military … than 
on programs of social uplift is 
approaching spiritual death.”



- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  (1967)

“…a positive thrust for 
democracy, realizing that our 
greatest defense…is to take 
offensive action on behalf of 
justice. We must…remove 

those conditions of poverty, 
insecurity, and injustice.”



- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  (1967)

“War is not the answer.”



American Friends Service Committee: afsc.org

Code Pink: codepink.org

Costs of War Project: costsofwar.org

Dissenters: wearedissenters.org

Friends Committee on National Legislation: 

        fcnl.org/about/policy/issues/wars-militarism

Global Campaign on Military Spending: demilitarize.org

Overseas Base Realignment and Closure Coalition: overseasbases.net

Peace Action: peaceaction.org

Poor People’s Campaign: poorpeoplescampaign.org

National Priorities Project: nationalpriorities.org/cost-of﻿﻿

War Resisters International: wri-irg.org/en

GET INVOLVED

http://afsc.org
http://costsofwar.org
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