How the Endless Wars Hurt Us All
and How to Stop the Fighting

David Vine

American University

vine@american.edu

www.davidvine.net www.basenation.us
Honoraria, royalties donated to victims of war



mailto:vine@american.edu
http://www.davidvine.net

Cost to U.S. taxpayers of
the Post-9/11 Wars:

$6.4

P

David Vine, The United States of War: A Global History of America's
Endless Conflicts, from Columbus to the Islamic State, www.davidvine.net WWW-COStSOfwar-Org



THANKS

Fresno State Students, Staff, Faculty

Dr. Henry Delcore and Department of Anthropology

Everyone who helped with my research, writing

Chagos Refugees Group and the Chagossian People



OVERVIEW

% My Background: Diego Garcia, Bases, War

% The Catastrophe: Effects of the Post-9/11 Wars

Y Our Choice: Endless Wars or Transformation?






U.S. Military Bases Abroad, 2020

In 2020, the United States controlled around 800 bases outside the 50 U.S. states and Washington, DC. Map reflects bases’ relative number
and positioning given best available data. For ease of comparison we use contemporary borders and a Mercator projection.

U.S. Base(s)
Greenland U.S. Bases (=25)
(Denmark)

Gerlr\lnany (1:;) @ U.S. Small Base(s) Only
orwa
d —weddite.  U.S. Naval Fleet
Poland (4) U.S. Colonies in italics
Estonia
%)
Iceland—()
Hungary (2)
Netherlands (6) 0)
_ _ Kosovo Turkey (13)
.. United Kingdom (25) S (G] A
_ Ireland ® ﬂ o) Bulgaria (4)
Canada (3) Belglum (11) N Z3

Georgia

ltaly (44)

UNITED STATES Azores,

South Korea (80)

Israel (8)

OF AMERICA s Portugal (21) (%) Spa'” =
7 ‘@ el :‘,J Iraq (6+)
Ty Puerto Rico (34) Tun|S|a @@ Cyprus ®@ @ Kuwait(10) @—Afghamstan 8+) Japan (119)
U.S. V/rg/n Libya (2) OBV
Bahamas (6) lslands Chad Bahrain (12) Northern Mariana Islands (5)

. ) Niger (6) X UAE (3)

"»  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba ﬁ Mali @70man (6) Qatar (3) ®
® © @ = Thailand '

I Honduras (3)4@ Curagao Senegal—> @ @ Saudi Arabia (11) allan —@ @ Wake Island
Johnston (Netherl @)}_ _ _
vt El Salvador . ' C? etherlands) Burkina Faso |® ® Diibout Cambodia O, Philippines (8) @
Costa Rica O Ghang—J  —— 0 (2?()9 Palau Guam (52)
Aruba (Netherlands) ® Cameroon (2) © © @G) Marshall Islands (11)
Gabon -

Colombia — |
© Peru (2)

[ .
American Samoa

©

Ascension Island (U.K.)

(UK - UN recognizes

| Mauritius) @
BotswanaJ o - il Somalia (9) O Australia (7)

Chile—@® it

DIEGO ‘GARCIA
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“abject poverty”

- David Ottaway, Washington Post, 1975
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¥ Photo by Author, 2004




oz Chagoss:ian Housing, Seychelles,
. Photo by Author, 2004
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“Base Displacement” since 1898

Bases and other military facilities whose creation or expansion displaced locals outside U.S. states. During the 18th and 19th centuries,

bases in North America also helped enable the displacement, dispossession, and deaths of millions of Native Americans.
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INDIGENOUS LANDS AND EARLY U.S. MILITARY BASES ABROAD
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U.S. Military Bases Abroad, 2020

In 2020, the United States controlled around 800 bases outside the 50 U.S. states and Washington, DC. Map reflects bases’ relative number
and positioning given best available data. For ease of comparison we use contemporary borders and a Mercator projection.
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U.S. Military Bases Abroad, 2020

In 2020, the United States controlled around 800 bases outside the 50 U.S. states and Washington, DC. Map reflects bases’ relative number
and positioning given best available data. For ease of comparison we use contemporary borders and a Mercator projection.
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Map by Kelly Martin / kmartindesign.com for David Vine, The United States of War: A Global History of America’s Endless Conflicts, from Columbus to the Islamic State (University of California Press, 2020).
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U.S. Wars, Bases, and Expansion Abroad, 2001-2020

Significant combat, bases, and expansion outside U.S. states. Some bases occupied for only part of this period. Base numbers range
provided for countries with significant change during the period. During U.S. wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, there were over 2,000 bases

abroad. There were around 800 in 2020. For ease of comparison we use contemporary borders and a Mercator projection.
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The Post-9/11 Wars

20 years of war

25 countries

~15,000 deaths

- See Costs of War Project, www.costsofwar.org






The Post-9/11 Wars

~4 million total deaths

37 million displaced






The Post-9/11 Wars

~4 million total deaths

37 million displaced

$6.4 trillion spent



Cost to U.S. taxpayers of
the Post-9/11 Wars:

$6.4
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David Vine, The United States of War: A Global History of America's
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$6,400,000,000,000
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The United States of War

War or other combat In...
234 out of 245 years in U.S. history

> 135 foreign lands



United States Wars and Combat, 1776-2020

U.S. wars, combat short of war, and other actions involving combat forces beyond U.S. borders. Because of space limitations, map does not
reflect all conflicts with Native American peoples. For ease of comparison we use contemporary borders and a Mercator projection.
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@ Other Combat

Map by Kelly Martin / kmartindesignh.com for David Vine, The United States of War: A Global History of America’s Endless Conflicts, from Columbus to the Islamic State (University of California Press, 2020).
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NBC NEWS REPORTER:

Do you think it’s a “forever war”?

GEN. JOSEPH VOTEL.:

| don’t know If it’'s—If It’s...you know, forever war.
Define forever.
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v Deimperialize the United States

> Drawdown/Build-Up:
Close Bases, Build Diplomatic Presence Abroad

» Decolonize U.S. Colonies

> Decolonize 50 States: Fulfill Indigenous Land, Treaty
Rights

> Reckoning, Reparations, Reconciliation



“Every gun that is made, every
warship launched, every rocket
fired signifies, In the final sense,

a theft from those who hunger

and are not fed, those who are

cold and are not clothed.”

- President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953)
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“A nation that continues year
after year to spend more
money on [its] military ... than
on programs of social uplift is
approaching spiritual death.”

- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1967)



“...a positive thrust for
democracy, realizing that our
greatest defense...is to take
offensive action on behalf of

justice. We must...remove
those conditions of poverty,
Insecurity, and injustice.”

- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1967)




“War 1s not the answer.”

- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1967)



American Friends Service Committee: afsc.org
Code Pink: codepink.org

Costs of War Project: costsofwar.org

Dissenters: wearedissenters.org

Friends Committee on National Legislation:
fcnl.org/about/policy/issues/wars-militarism

Global Campaign on Military Spending: demilitarize.org

Overseas Base Realignment and Closure Coalition: overseasbases.net
Peace Action: peaceaction.org

Poor People’s Campaign: poorpeoplescampaign.org
National Priorities Project: nationalpriorities.org/cost-of
War Resisters International: wri-irg.org/en
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ALASKA (160) @ GUAM (52) @ PUERTO RICO (34) @ VIRGIN ISLANDS (6) @ N. MARIANA ISLANDS (5) @ AMERICAN SAMOA (1)

U.S. military base sites in (). Base sites in continental 48 states = 3,829. Land areas not to scale.

Germany (119) e Japan (119) « South Korea (80) e Italy (44) o
United Kingdom (25) e Portugal (21) e Turkey (13) e Bahrain (12) e
Belgium (11) e Marshall Islands (11) e Saudi Arabia (11) ¢ Kuwait (10)e
Afghanistan (8+) e Greece (8) e Israel (8) e Philippines (8)
THE EMPIRE Australia (7) e« Bahamas (6) « Irag (6+) « Netherlands (6) « Norway (6) e
OF THE Oman (6) e Niger (6) « Romania (5) e Somalia (5) e Bulgaria (4) e
Poland (4) e Spain (4) e Syria (4+) e Canada (3) e Honduras (3)
U N ITED STATES Kenya (3) e Qatar (3) ¢ United Arab Emirates (3) e Cameroon (2) e
OF AM ERICA Djibouti (2) e Hungary (2) e Jordan (2) e Libya (2) e« Palau (2) e
Peru (2) e« Singapore (2) e Thailand (2) ¢ Aruba (Netherlands) (1) o
Ascension Island (U.K.) (1) e Botswana (1) e Burkina Faso (1) e
Cambodia (1) e« Chad (1) ¢ Chile (1) e Colombia (1) e Costa Rica (1) e
Curacao (Netherlands) (1) e Cyprus (1) e Diego Garcia (U.K.) (1) e
Egypt (1) « El Salvador (1) e Estonia (1) e Gabon (1) e Georgia (1) e
Ghana (1) e Greenland (Denmark) (1) elceland (1) elreland (1) o
Kosovo (1) e Mali (1) ¢ Senegal (1) e Tunisia (1) e Uganda (1)

@ U.S. STATE

@ U.S. COLONY
HAWAI'l (143) @ WASHINGTON, D.C. (18) @ WAKE ISLAND (1) @ JOHNSTON ATOLL (1) @ 'c\laﬁ\//ﬁ\lLTSATrﬁlI\?g BAY, CUBA (1)

Map bv Kellv Martin / kmartindesian.com for David Vine. The United States of War (2020). Inspired bv Daniel Immerwahr.
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