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770,000-801,000

direct combat deaths



3.1-4 million +

w/ indirect deaths

 - David Vine, The United States of War: A Global History of America's 
Endless Conflicts, from Columbus to the Islamic State  

(University of California Press, 2020)



$6.4 trillion

spent or obligated (10/2020)





“We are not suggesting the U.S. 
government or the United States 
as a country is solely responsible 
for the displacement.” 

- “Creating Refugees: Displacement Caused by the United States’ 
Post-9/11 Wars” report, Costs of War Project
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(More displaced than in any war since 1900, except WWII.)

Afghanistan + Iraq  
= 14.5 million people 

displaced
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MIGRATION POLICY INSTITUTE 

Annual Refugee Resettlement Ceiling and Number of Refugees Admitted, FY 1980-2019*
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1. Repair the Damage to Displaced 
2. Increase Refugee Admissions 
3. Increase Funding Globally 
4. Increase Funding in US 
5. Reckon with the Total Damage 
6. End Endless Wars/Delegitimize War

Policy Priorities* 

* These recommendations are David Vine’s alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of the co-authors of the “Creating 
Refugees” report or the Costs of War Project. 


